f/
,\ yt Liinle]
§ysﬁ@mg

Saruse

Boundaries

Activism
Streets

g 1 ourists

Nancy

. Traffic
1960s Transportatlon
4 Jobs
Time Theme
: Fear
1970s Economics
Protection
s Expansion
Future Barier
Faneuil Hall Celebration
Central Artery . SE?OSt?n
South Boston anover Stree
Ha\;markéf Third Harbor Tunnel
NothEnd  west e o"
Location
Nancy Caruso
Aftar
19680
Hime Thers
:.:y,i—_u
19/0s Eccnomics
l , tectlon
Hragen 1
Futura »
aneut Hall A : oy
Cei}’r{.fai }& ?*i"}i.y - ‘ ﬁ.‘\-!%[:'.n

M(\rﬂ'w End 7_ Anpeit
Nast End

Glorianna Davenport
Michael Murtaugh
\_ MIT Media Lab

ConTour
Boston: Renewed Vistas

ConTour is an example of a "software
editor,” a system that dynamically
determines the next material to display
based on the viewer's interests and those
materials shown in the past.

The system reads in a collection of video
clips and still pictures, each described by a
list of keywords by the author. The
program then displays thumbnail pictures
of these materials in the center of the
screen surrounded by the complete set of
keywords. In this story, keywords are
broken down into four groups representing
people, times, places, and themes.

When a particular material is displayed, its
keywords are activated. As a result, other
materials that share those keywords also
become activated. The system decides
what material to show next simply by
choosing the one that's most active.

In this way, the system operates on a
simple positive feedback principle: the
more the viewer sees about particular
people, times, places, and themes, the more
likely they are to see other materials about
those same things.

The viewer can steer this presentation by

activating any of the keywords by clicking
on them. Viewers thus interact as much or
as little as they want to; ConTour supports
a range of activities from passive watching
and browsing to highly directed searching.



